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2008 Office Bearers
On the 25th March, a Special Meeting was held
to adopt a new Constitution to replace the
one which has served us for the past 15
years. As a result of this, a number of
changes were introduced to improve our
governance. These include a streamlined
Executive Committee and opportunities for
more people to contribute.

The following members were elected at the
AGM which followed, only those elected
members whose names are in red serve on
the Executive Committee:

Patron:

President:

Vice President:

Secretary:

Ass Secretary:

Treasurer:

Social
Coordinator:

Coaching and
Development
Coordinator:

Auditors:
.

Mr Reg Austin

Mr Jason O’Brien

Mr John Purcell

Mr Andrew Wheeler

Mr Scott Dalby

Mr Joshua Milston

Mr David Field

Mr John Restuccia

Messrs Peter Baz &
Grant Bulmer

The Colonel gets on board
At the March AGM,
outgoing Secretary John
Restuccia announced
that he had secured a 3
year sponsorship deal
with the company
which operates KFC.

This new sponsorship
allows us to purchase jerseys which include the
Centenary of Rugby League logo, and allows us to
move to solid jumpers rather than the old vertical
stripes. These new jumpers are the ARLRA and
NSWRLRA preferred attire for referees.

The Association worked very hard during the off-
season to reach an agreement with the South Sydney
Football Club to extend their sponsorship to us, but at
that stage, they had not yet secured their own funding
for 2008. Reluctantly, we had to look elsewhere for
this funding and we thank the South Sydney Football
Club for their support over the past 7 years.

We wish to thank KFC for agreeing to sponsor our
referees for the next 3 years. Well done to John for
securing this funding and well done to his successor
Andrew Wheeler for
arranging the speedy
production of these
attractive looking
jerseys.

For those who have
not received their
new jumpers, contact
Reg Austin.

The new Constitution, now allows the
Executive Committee to appoint members to
positions where elections are not required.
The following members nominated for and
were appointed to fill these positions:
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Delegates to the
NSWRLRA:

Delegates to the
SSDJRFL:

Recruitment &
Retention Off:

Social
Committee:

Memorial
Trophy Panel:

Messrs James Vella &
Dale Weekes

Messrs Reg Austin &
Harry Collins

Mr David Field

Messrs Buckland. Dalby,
Deland-Cleveland, Irons,
Rossleigh, Weekes.

Messrs Anson, Baz,
Douglas, Griffiths,
Restuccia



Congratulations to David & Catherine
Absent, but not forgotten member David Sharpe and his
fiancé Catherine James are now the proud parents of a little
boy named Dylan Braydon Sharpe. Dylan was born on the 19th

May and both he and mum are doing well.
David and Catherine moved to England earlier this year so
that Catherine could be closer to her family and so that David
could pursue a refereeing career in the UK.
For those who are into dimensions, Dylan weighed in at 8
pounds, 3 ounces and measured just 51cms.
We wish them all the best.

A NEW HOME FOR OUR OLD GEAR

In recent years, Souths Referees have had
the fortune to be kitted out in the best refs
apparel in Sydney. As announced on Page 1
our sponsorship deal with KFC has once
again provided us with the latest gear.

Meanwhile, the garage and back shed at
Reg’s place has been home to the remnants
of every jersey we’ve worn for the past 20
years.

So, recently it was decided that we would
donate this surplus gear to the NSWRL to
be distributed to developing leagues in
outback Australia and around the world. In
all, we donate 50 jerseys and 50 of the cotton
shorts which had fallen out of favour.

To date, the NSWRL have distributed gear
to the Cook Islands, Fiji, American Samoa,
Malta and Greece as well as Far West NSW.
We’re delighted that this old gear can be put
to good use.

Volunteer Recognition Program
As you are aware, Rugby League is in the midst of
celebrating its Centenary Year.
Australian Rugby League Development have been
fortunate, through both the World Cup and the
Centenary program, to be able to launch the game’s
first Referee Recognition program. It is hoped that
this program will be a long-term and sustainable
legacy of the Centenary year.
While much has changed in Australia over the past
100 years, there is much that hasn’t changed in Rugby
League. In 1908 someone needed to wash the jerseys,
mark the lines, put the goal posts up, coach, referee
etc. In 2008 there are still hundreds of thousands of
dedicated people who take on these important roles.
To kick off the Referee Recognition program, every
referee involved in Rugby League in the Centenary
Year will receive a commemorative Certificate of
Appreciation, as well as the opportunity to receive
two free tickets to a Rugby League World Cup match.
This program is an acknowledgement of the
contribution made by referees to Rugby League.



Centenary of Rugby League Profile
– Reginald Arthur Austin.

It is hard to imagine anyone over the past 20 or 30 years having
more impact on this Association than our Patron, Reg Austin. I
doubt that there is an active referee at Souths, who wasn’t coached
by Reg to get their ticket. Reg’s efforts in training new referees
over the years has been legendary and has earned him the Ted
Pepper/Bob Brock award a record five times.

Reg has had a life-long involvement in Rugby League, playing and
serving on the committee of the South Eastern Rugby League Club
for years before taking up refereeing. Reg began refereeing at
Souths in 1971 and although he stopped refereeing in 1990,
continued to be active off the field. On-field though, he refereed A
Grade and was one of the A Grade Grand Final Touch Judges in
1978, 1979, 1980, 1982 and 1983. Reg counts among the notable
referees of his day, Noel Chesher, Lionel Green, Martin Weekes,
Rob McDonnell, Steve Nash, Bill Nelson and Michael Bilton.

I’m sure all of us have heard Reg lament how times have changed
and how easy we have things these days. “In my early days we had to
supply our own jumpers, shorts and socks and because we played on
Saturdays and Sundays, we had to have two sets.”, Reg recounts. “Our
dress code was very strict, long sleeve white jumpers with starched collars,
white shorts which were slightly starched and with a crease down each
leg. Boots were black and lased up with inch-wide white tape which was
changed at the end of the day.”

Reg explains how the workload in those days was much greater
than what we endure these days. “We refereed one centre and two
lines on Saturdays. Then on Sundays we had three kids games in the
morning, one centre and two lines in the afternoon. School knock-outs were played on Saturday mornings
which we had to do before our afternoon games.”

Reg has seen many funny
things in his years
travelling around the
grounds, many involving
touch judges. “I
remember at half-time
during a game at Waterloo
Oval, watching a touch
judge run into Waterloo
Market to buy a pie to eat
on the touch line in the
second half.” In another
story that Reg tells, he
describes how touch
judges aren’t always a
help to the referee. “I

once had a touch judge run onto the field during a game, telling me to call a player out. He then told me
that this was a terrible game and could I do something to liven it up. He then left the field, leaving me
with a player who hadn’t done anything wrong.”


