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Souths Referees
Referee Availability Procedure
Approach

Souths Referees is responsible for providing suitably trained and experienced referees to officiate in the South Sydney District Junior Rugby League Competition.
Each week, the Association makes available to the Junior League a number of referees to cover the matches specified in the draw.  In order to do this, the Secretary of the Association needs to be made aware of each individual member’s availability.
The Coaching Panel appoints referees from the availability list provided to them by the Association.  The task of appointing referees is a difficult one at the best of times, particularly where the demand for officials outweighs availability.
The purpose of this procedure is to outline the expectation of members of the Association in notifying their availability for each round.  It describes step by step, when and how availability is to be notified and what to do if you are unable to fulfill your appointments.

Procedures for notifying availability
1. All active members are considered to be available every Sunday throughout the Junior League Competition, unless they notify the Secretary otherwise.
2. A member who knows that they are unlikely to be available on a given Sunday must notify the Secretary in writing either by emailing him at info@southsreferees.com.au or by mailing him at PO Box 767, Kingsford NSW 2032.
3. If the above advice is sent by mail then you are also required to advise the Secretary by phone on 0439 449332
4. Notice of your unavailability must be received by the Secretary at least 7 days prior to the date on which you will not be available.  If you can provide more notice that will be preferred.
5. Members should strive to make themselves available as much as possible throughout the Junior League Competition to maximise the numbers we have available and to avoid other referees being appointed to too many matches.
6. Failure by members to adhere to this procedure will constitute an act of misconduct.  Where a member is alleged to have breached this procedure on more than one occasion, they are liable to be charged with misconduct and dealt with under Section 9 of the Souths Referees Code of Conduct.
Procedures for notifying limited availability
7. Members who are available for part of the day are expected to notify the Secretary as outlined in articles 2 and 3 above.
8. Where a member has a commitment to either play or coach within the South Sydney Junior Rugby League Competition, they may notify the Secretary through the Application for Membership or Renewal of Membership form.

Procedures for checking appointments
9. The Coaching panel will endeavour to complete appointments in such time that they can be posted on the Souths Referees website (www.southsreferees.com.au) on Wednesday evening, provided the SSJL releases the draw in time.
10. Each member is responsible for checking their appointments and notifying the Appointments Board if an error has been made after they have notified they are not available.

11. If a member does not have access to the Internet, they are to make arrangements with the Secretary who will mail the appointments to them.

12. Contact with the Coaching Panel is only to occur after the appointments have been posted on the website or mailed to the member.
13. The relevant contact person is Brett Davies on 0439 449332
Procedures for late withdrawals
14. If, after the appointments have been posted, you are compelled to withdraw your availability for exceptional circumstances, you are required to notify Brett Davies as per article 12.

15. Acceptable reasons for late withdrawal would include personal injury, illness which requires you to stay in bed, family emergency, unforeseen work commitments.

16. It is unacceptable to withdraw your availability simply because you forgot to adhere to this procedure in notifying the Secretary that you would not be available.  This too would constitute an act of misconduct.

	In the event of wet weather, members should phone the Souths Juniors Wet Weather line which will be updated on the morning of the games.

If you are in doubt as to whether Junior League games are being played or abandoned, phone 9349 7555 select option 2 then option 2.

Where the Association is given sufficient notice that games are being abandoned due to the weather, the Secretary will advise members via an email.


